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tion, but the large size of the bricks is sufficient to show that
it must be a place of considerable antiquity. The name of the
old city is quite unknown. Atari is simply that of the
adjacent village, which is of recent origin, having been estab-
lished by a member of the Atariwala family of Sikhs, But
judging from its size and strength, and its very favourable
position between Tulamba and Multan, I think that the ruined
mound of Atari has a very good claim to be identified with the
strong city of the Brahmans which made so stout a defence
Against Alexander.

Curtius adds some particulars about this city, which are
not even alluded to by either Arrian or Diodorus; but they are
still deserving of consideration, as they may perhaps be found-
ed on the statements of one of the companions. He states
that Alexander "went completely round the citadel in a boat,"
which is probable enough, as its ditch was no doubt capable
of being filled at pleasure with water from the Ravi, as was
actually the case with the ditch of Multan. Now the old
citadel of Atiri is still surrounded by a ditch which could
easily have been filled from some one of the old canals that
pass close by the place. The number of these canal beds is
most remarkable; I counted no less than twelve of them in
close parallel lines immediately to the west of Atari, all of
them drawn from the old bed of the Rivi to the south of
Sarai Siddhu, I am therefore quite prepared to admit the
probability that the city of the Brahmans was surrounded by a
wet ditch on which Alexander embarked to inspect the forti-
fications. But when Curtius adds that the three greatest rivers
in India, except the Ganges, namely the Indus, the Hydaspes,
and the Akesines, joined their waters to form a ditch round the
castle,1 I can only suppose either that the passage has been

1. Vita Alex., ix. 4. "Ipse navigio circnmvectus est arcem; quippfr
tria flumina, toti India piaster Gangea maxima, munimeuto arcis appli-
cant undas. A septentrioae Indus alluit; a meridie Acesines Hydaspi
confunditur."